Herpes simplex virus latency is noisier the closer we look.
During herpes simplex virus (HSV) latency the viral genome is harboured in peripheral neurons in the absence of infectious virus, but with the potential to restart infection. Advances in epigenetics have helped explain how viral gene expression is largely inhibited during latency. Paradoxically at the same time, the view that latency is entirely silent has been eroding. This low-level noise has implications for our understanding of HSV latency and should not be ignored.